Submission Guidelines
1. Use a simple, easy-to-read font like Times New Roman, Arial, Verdana, Tahoma or Courier, 12-point size, black text. No fancy typefaces or script styles. The goal is to make the manuscript look professional and pleasant to read.
2. Use white bond paper, 8-1/2 x 11 inches. No onionskin, lined or colored stock. Type on one side only.
3. Double-space all prose manuscripts. 
4. Drop down about one third to halfway on the first page, then center your title. 
5. Start your text two to four spaces below the title.
6. Indent each paragraph, typically 5 spaces or .5”. No extra space between paragraphs. Left justify text and set margins to 1 to 1-1/2” all around.
7. Headers: Put contest name in the upper left. Put word count in upper right. Page numbers are recommended for manuscripts over two pages long and may be placed in upper right header or in the footer. DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME OR PERSONAL INFORMATION ON THE STORY MANUSCRIPT
8. Attach a cover sheet with name, contact information, title, and first line of manuscript. No name or other identifying information on judges’ copy. Paperclip or staple the finished pages together and attach the cover sheet to the front. This sheet will be removed before entry is given to the judge.
9. Mail entries so that they are postmarked by the deadline.

Winners will be announced at the
2026 Writers’ Ink Conference
 September 12, 2026
Paragould, AR






Contest prompts
1. What Happened When the Lights Went Out? Mystery short story. A mysterious power outage lasted exactly 13 hours. When the lights came back on, something was different.  
2,000 – 2,500 words.
Sponsor: Adams Nursery 
$100/$50/$25

2. Let’s Share the History. Short story or creative Nonfiction. Highlight a real event of local history from where you live. Use accurate historical details to highlight the time period. The time range is from 1686 - 1945. 3,000 words.
$100/$50/$25 
Sponsor: Scotchwood Hill Publishing Services

3. Animals are Special. Children’s story. Tell a story about an animal that won a special place in a child’s heart. 750 words.
Sponsor: Debbie Archer
$75/$15/$10

4. Second Thoughts. Personal essay. Write about a time in your life when you questioned something you had always believed. 1,000 – 1,500 words.
Sponsor: Designer Jewelry by Becca
$35/$15/$10

5.  Doesn’t Make a Difference. Children’s Story. Write a story about a child learning to make friends with people who are different from them.
Sponsor: Elite Dance Studio 
$25/$15/$10

6. Bigfoot Lives. Give me a bigfoot tale. Fiction but can be based on a real incident. 2000 - 3000 words
Sponsor: Mary Cambron-Collard
$25/$15/$10

7. Snakes Personal Essay. Tell me your story. Write about a time when you encountered a snake. Did it create a fear, or a fascination? 
 	1000-1500 words
Sponsor: Brenda Rawls
$25/ $15/ $10

8. Playing with Poetry. Poetry. Write three nature poems, one each in the form of a sonnet, free verse, and haiku. 
Sponsor: Ruben Rodriguez
$25/$15/$10
9. Make us Laugh. Autobiographical humorous story--clean. 500-800 words. Sponsor: Reva Worley
$25/$15/$10

10. Fiction in a Flash. Flash Fiction. Write a flash fiction with a surprise ending set in the Old West. 250 words.
Sponsor: Ruben Rodriguez
$25/$15/$10

11. Time Travel Story. 250 Years ago in America… A chance to Celebrate the 250th anniversary of the birth of America. Write a short story about a character traveling back in time to witness an event that shaped the birth of America. 1500-2000 words.  Sponsor: Trish Copeland
$25/$15/$10

All honorable mentions will be awarded certificates.


 WRITERS’ INK OF NEA 2026 WRITERS CONTEST REGISTRATION FORM 

Name ________________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City State Zip _________________________________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________________________________
Number of entries ____________	 Entry fees enclosed _____________
No AI work accepted.
Entry Fees: $5 for the first entry, 3 entries for $10, unlimited entries for $25   	
Deadline: Postmarked by July 30, 2026
Make check payable to Writers’ Ink of NEA
Mail To: Martha Rodriguez, 3368 Greene 138 Rd, 
Paragould, AR 72450

